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NAVY DEPART

AN

Seclav'i Propoﬁcd Dinner with the Heuds of Goy
Intelligencs Agencics. -

1. In loyelty to the Sscretary, I think I should inforx you of cer-
tain aspects of the Secretary's intention to ask Mr. McCormack, Mr.
Hoover, General Bisscll and myself to dinner to discuss a proposed
national intslligenco agency.

2. The President, in a letter to the Secretery of State, has directed
the latier to take the lesd 1n devaloping a comprebansive and ccordinated
foreign intelligencs program for all Federzl agencies concerned with that
type of actlvity, and suggested it be done through the creation of an
interdepartmental group heading up under the State Departmant.

‘3. . " The Secretary of the Hevy has forwarded to the Secretary of State
JC8 1181/5 which recommends a naticnel intelligence agency under the
Socretaries of State; War and Navy.

4. Tt, therefore, seems approprimte that official consultation cn
this matter szhould be:

{(a) On Cabinst level.
(b) Initiated by the Seoretery of State.

5. If.this thought is borne in mind, I belleve thet an informal social
guthering such as the Secretary has in mind would not be inappropriste.
However, I recommend that:

{*) The Secretary first clear with the Cablnet heads who
are the superiors of the officials to be invited.

(b} It be understood that the purpose of the mesting iz to
infore those present of the others! personal philosophy
snd of ‘the forces at play within the government per—
taining to s national intelligence agency.
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{c) That no commitnents bs expected of anyons pressnt,
and that all views expressed be considarod st.rict.l.y
o mnofficial and off the record.

‘6.  Within the past ten days Prig. Gen. Kagruder, head of the Strategic
Sarvices Upit of the War Department, proposed an informal intsrim
ocommittes %o effect 1laison as well as to disouss and prepars recoazenda-
ticns with respeat to cooperaiion in intelligence matters arising from
the implementation of the Executive Order transferring 0S8 functiocns to
the ‘State and War Departsents. In reply to this proposal Mr. McCormack,
Speclal Assistant for Ressarch and Intelligense in the Department of
State, stated that he anticipates that the Secretary of State will initiate
zciion locking toward the creation of ® group to function on the problem
of a government-wide intelligence prograx end that, in the meantirs, Ze
prefers to conduct 1iaison directly with G-2, MIS and ONT.

7. Mr. Hoover is not in favor of & matiopal intelligence agency. Also,
there praobably will be considerabls veiled antagonism among some of the
other proposed gussts. It would be an interesting, bui perhaps somewhat un~

congenial, mesting.

8. To get all sides of the story, General Magruder, head of the
Strategic Services Unit under the Assistant Secreizry of ¥War, might be

THOS. B. INGLIS
Acting Chisf of Naval Intelligence
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